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DETAILED ACTION 



1 



Claims 1, 3-12, 14-18 and 20 are presented for examination. 



2. 



Claims 1, 12 and 18 are amended and claim 2, 13 and 19 are cancelled. 



3. 



Office action issued on 9/18/2007 is withdrawn. 



4. 



IDS filed on 10/14/2005 is considered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title 

6. Claims 12, 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The claims are directed to software per se, 
which does not fall into the categories of "process", "machine", "manufacture" and 
"composition of matter". Referring to claim 12, claim 12 recites an apparatus for 
monitoring resources that comprises "determination means", "association means" and 
alteration means", which could all be software modules within a software apparatus 
which directs the claim to software per se. 

All dependent claims are rejected to as having the same deficiencies as the claims 
they depend from. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Schunk et al, 
US Patent Number 6,980,515, hereinafter Schunk. 

9. Referring to claim 1, Schunk teaches a method for monitoring a resource to determine 
whether the resource is in a proper operational state (figure 16, determination is made at 
step 364), wherein the resource is a monitored resource (Col 19 lines 44-45), the method 
comprising: 

a. determining whether the monitored resource is part of a composite resource (Col 
18 lines 8-9, figure 16 step 364); 

b. associating the monitored resource with the composite resource (Col 18 lines 9- 
12, figure 16, steps 364-366); and 

c. altering a reporting format (updating resource table corresponds to "altering") for 
monitoring information to report monitoring information for the monitored 
resource and for the composite resource (Col 18 lines 12-14, figure 16 step 368), 
wherein the monitoring information includes an operational status of the resource 
(Col 18 lines 8-22, steps 364 determines the whether the resource is stored 
locally, corresponds to "the operational status"), and wherein the composition 
resource is one of a cluster and a grid (local resources and global resources, figure 
15), wherein the cluster is plurality of server data processing systems aggregated 
together in a computing cooperative fashion such that at least some data resources 
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of the plurality of server data processing systems are usable by another of the 
plurality of server data processing systems (global resources), and wherein the 
grid is a plurality of client and server data processing systems that operate to 
provide a plurality of computing resources for a common task to be performed by 
the grid (local resources Col 17 lines 15-21). 

10. Referring to claim 3, Schunk teaches the method of claim 1, further comprising: 
receiving the monitoring information at a resource manager (Col 17 lines 58-67, request 
is sent to the resource manager); and aggregating the monitoring information for the 
composite resource (Col 17 lines 64-67, resource manager performs the data lookup). 

11. Referring to claim 4, Schunk teaches the method of claim 1, wherein associating the 
monitored resource with the composite resource includes creating an entry for the 
monitored resource in a resource data structure (Col 19 lines 26-31). 

12. Referring to claim 5, Schunk teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the resource data 
structure is a resource table (figure 15 and figure 16). 

13. Referring to claim 6, Schunk teaches the method of claim 4, wherein associating the 
monitored resource with the composite resource further includes linking the entry in the 
resource data structure with an entry in a composite resource data structure (figure 15). 

14. Referring to claim 7, Schunk teaches the method of claim 6, wherein the composite 
resource data structure is one of a cluster data structure and a grid data structure (figure 
15, global resources and local resources). 

15. Referring to claim 8, Schunk teaches the method of claim 4, wherein the composite 
resource is a cluster and wherein associating the monitored resource with the composite 
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resource further includes linking the entry in the resource data structure with an entry in a 
cluster data structure (figure 15, global resources and local resources). 

16. Referring to claim 9, Schunk teaches the method of claim 8, further comprising: 
determining whether the cluster is part of a grid; and associating the cluster with the grid 
(figure 15). 

17. Referring to claim 10, Schunk teaches the method of claim 9, wherein associating the 
cluster with the grid includes linking the entry in the cluster data structure with an entry 
in a grid data structure (figure 15). 

18. Referring to claim 1 1, Schunk teaches the method of claim 1, wherein determining 
whether the monitored resource is part of a composite resource includes identifying at 
least one of files loaded for a composite resource, hooks being leveraged in an operating 
system of the resource, and processes running for a composite resource (Col 18 lines 3- 
7). 

19. Referring to claims 12-20, claims 12-20 encompass the same scope of the invention as 
that of the claims 1-5 and 1 1 . Therefore, claims 12-20 are rejected for the same reason 
as the claims 1-5 and 11. 

Conclusion 

20. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5: 00 pm. 



Application/Control Number: 10/809,587 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2153 

21. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenton B Burgess can be reached on (571)272-3949. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

22. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
February 20, 2008 

/Liangche A. Wang/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2153 



